Cornwall GP Registrars' MCQ Answers 

1.
a.
F - A test is only accurate within 24 hours of an attack

                                     or more than 3 months after one.


b.
F - It is LDL that varies with age, not HDL.


c.
T


d.
T


e.
T - a diet of less than 30% fat and only 10% saturated fat which fails to

                                     return levels to normal suggests familial hyperlipidaemia.

2.
a.
T - and a higher socio-economic group.


b.
F - mean onset is at 17-18 years as opposed to 13-14 years for anorexia.


c.
T - 50% maintain remission.


d.
T


e.
T - due to the effect of excessive sweet foods and vomiting.

3.
a.
T


b.
F - the pain is continuous and starts before the period commences.


c.
F - severe disease may produce few symptoms whereas mild disease

                                     can give severe symptoms.


d.
T - Danazol is the most popular treatment despite the cost.


e.
T - the two conditions occur together more commonly than can be

                                     explained by chance; the exact relationship has not been worked out.

4.
a.
F - NSAIDS are allowed.


b.
T - Paracetamol is allowed but opiates are not.


c.
T - one must beware as it is contained in cough and cold remedies.


d.
F - but Intal Co is not allowed.


e.
F - antihistamines are allowed.

5.
a.
F - the reverse is true.


b.
T


c.
T


d.
F - they are usually organised by the senior social worker.


e.
T - but it also occurs in whooping cough.

 6.
a.
F


b.
F


c.
F


d.
T


e.
F - they are only used to treat oedema of general cause, e.g.

                                     congestive cardiac failure.

7.
a.
T


b.
T


c.
T


d.
T


e.
T

8.
a.
T - Especially in very young babies.


b.
T - Classically it is very itchy.


c.
T - In the elderly.


d.
T


e.
T - It can cause vesicles around the wrist and fingers.

9.
a.
T


b.
F - however, early assessment allows the condition of the retina

                                     to be evaluated accurately.


c.
T - but it is less after an extracapsular extraction


d.
F - modern surgical techniques have led to stays of 2 - 3 days

                                     and in the United States two day case surgery.


e.
F

10.
a.
T - according to recent GMC guidelines.


b.
T - the health and welfare of the child are paramount.


c.
T


d.
F


e.
F - this is the patient's right.

11.
a.
F


b.
T


c.
T


d.
T


e.
T

12.
a.
T


b.
F - they are the property of the Secretary of State.


c.
F - this is tax-allowable expense borne by the practice.


d.
F


e.
T - recent legislation (1989) accords patients this right.

 13.
a.
T - due to recurrent compression fractures.



b.
F


c.
F


d.
T


e.
F - it is commoner in females.

14.
a.
T - it has an incidence of 1.5%.


b.
F - early morning stiffness is characteristic.


c.
T - it is often accompanied by general medicine.


d.
F


e.
F - steroids should be started as soon as possible.

15.
a.
F - it is helped by oral acyclovir but only while the drug is being taken .


b.
T


c.
F - it is due to type II virus in 90% of cases.


d.
T - and by intercourse.


e.
F - it can be transmitted to a sexual partner up to 2 weeks

                                     after the pain has disappeared.

16.
a.
T


b.
F - hypokalaemia does


c.
T


d.
F - but myxoedema does


e.
T

17.
a.
T


b.
T


c.
T


d.
T


e.
T

18.
a.
F - it often occurs before the first "missed" period.


b.
F - the opposite is true allegedly owing to the proximity of the appendix.


c.
T - adhesions and tubal damage.


d.
F - such examination involves danger of rupture of the inflamed tube.


e.
T - but may occur in the absence of bleeding.

19.
a.
T


b.
F - it causes a fall


c.
F - it causes a fall


d.
T 


e.
T

20.
a.
T  


b.
F - 18 months is the usual age at which concern develops


c.
T


d.
F - one year is the age of referral


e.
T

21.
a.
T - out of a total of ten new cancers per year


b.
F - but it is only 57%.


c.
F - it is raised in cancer of liver, testis, ovary, pancreas,

                                     lung, stomach and colon.


d.
F


e.
T

22.
a.
T


b.
F


c.
F - this is a characteristic appearance


d.
F - typically the pain is of short duration and is not distressing 


e.
T - it is also opaque

23.
a.
F - but they usually are


b.
T


c.
F - it is toxic to the foetus


d.
T


e.
T

24.
a.
F - loss is insidious


b.
T


c.
T - hence the need for urgent steroids


d.
T - but it is usually reversible


e.
T

25.
a.
F


b.
T


c.
F


d.
T


e.
F

26.
a.
F - the incidence does this


b.
F - the prevalence does this


c.
T


d.
T


e.
F - this is the validity; reliability is the ability of a test to produce

                                     the same result when repeated under identical conditions

26.
a.
T


b.
F


c.
T - unless he or she is too ill to sign


d.
T


e.
T

27.
a.
T


b.
F - typically it would be increased


c.
F - only if symptomatic


d.
T


e.
T - sphincter efficiency is compromised in such cases

28.
a.
F - it is usually bilateral but worse on the dominant side


b.
T


c.
F - they increase fluid retention and may make symptoms worse


d.
F - pain can radiate both up and down the median nerve


e.
T - As will a tight band around the wrist or forearm

29.
a.
F - they are usually found behind the ears and on the back of the neck


b.
F - they only live for 1 month


c.
F - it should be applied to dry hair and allowed to dry without

                                     the aid of a hair dryer


d.
F - they can be transferred only by direct contact; they are also

                                     unable to fly 


e.
F

30.
a.
F - anxiety causes sinus tachycardia


b.
T - it also causes sinus tachycardia


c.
F - but atrial septal defect is a cause


d.
T


e.
T

31.
a.
T - this stage may last up to 2 weeks


b.
T - such thoughts are associated with guilt and a feeling of

                                     responsibility for the death


c.
F - this indicates social isolation; usually no more than 2 weeks

                                     are taken off work


d.
T - this feeling is often still present after 6 months


e.
T

32.
a.
F - it is only hypotensive that is safe in all stages of pregnancy


b.
T - pregnancy is not advised for 2 years after cessation of treatment


c.
T


d.
F - but Warfarin does


e.
T

34.
a.
F


b.
T - Alcohol potentiates its effect


c.
T - Alcohol potentiates its effect


d.
T - An "antabuse" reaction occurs


e.
F

35.
a.
F - sedation occurring in the first few days typically wears off,

                                     leaving the patient alert


b.
F - hallucinations also tend to occur


c.
T - an aperient should always be added to the treatment regime


d.
F - addiction is not a problem


e.
F - an intramuscual injection is three times more effective than

                                     the same oral dose  

 36.
a.
T - this may be life saving


b.
F - only against groups A and C


c.
T


d.
T


e.
T

37.
a.
T


b.
F - it is commoner in girls


c.
T


d.
T


e.
F - scarring is rare in attacks starting after the age of 5 years

38.
a.
F


b.
T 


c.
T - failure to do so is an indication for referral


d.
F - they are usually checked for at 7-8 months


e.
T

39.
a.
T


b.
T - this is characteristic of epididymitis


c.
F - the flow is decreased in torsion and increased in epididymitis


d.
T


e.
T

40.
a.
T


b.
T


c.
F - it is increasing rapidly


d.
F - the thinner the lesion, the greater the chances of  survival


e.
T

41.
a.
T - blue nails


b.
T - clubbing with opaque nails


c.
T - pitting


d.
T - yellow nails


e.
T - clubbing

42.
a.
T


b.
F - it feels itchy, not sticky


c.
F - crusts appear in acute infection


d.
T


e.
T - "Cobblestonemucosa"

43.
a.
F - this indicates another cause such as infection, tumour or

                                     metabolic disease


b.
F - again, this indicates another cause


c.
F


d.
T - if more than one root is involved the diagnosis is less likely


e.
F

44.
a.
F - the pain is usually fleeting


b.
T - it is associated with multiple sclerosis in ca. 3% of cases


c.
F - it is invariably unilateral


d.
T - usually eating, talking, washing or shaving


e.
T - it is important to exclude a dental cause

45.
a. 
F - inheritance is autosomal dominant: therefore 50% of offspring

                                     will be affected



b.
T


c.
F - new mutations are rare


d.
T


e.
T - atrophy of the caudate nucleus

46.
a.
F - it is more likely to be a confusional state


b.
F - head injury with or without a subdural haematoma would be

                                     more likely to do this


c.
T - there is slightly increased risk in first-degree relatives


d.
F - such outbursts are typical of multi-infarct dementia


e.
T - such aggravation is typically reversed on dealing with

                                     the physical problem

47.
a.
T


b.
F - onset is usually between 15 and 30 years


c.
T


d.
T - 60%


e.
F - they are more likely in crowded places and less likely in an open field

48.
a.
F - pre-eclampsia is 15 times commoner in primigravidae than in parous women


b.
T


c.
T


d.
T - predisposition may be inherited as a recessive trait


e.
T - the risk is very high in such cases

49.
a.
T


b.
T


c.
F - it falls


d.
F - there is no relationship


e.
F - numerous studies have shown no relationship between the two

50.
a.
F - the opposite is true


b.
T - it is as effective as high dose metoclopramide


c.
F - it can occur within 2 days


d.
T - usually with rapid reduction


e.
F - approximately 15% are truly addicted

 51.
a.
F - the abnormality is a raised bilirubin level


b.
T


c.
T


d.
F


e.
T - it is the commonest form of familial non-haemolytic

                                     hyperbilirubinaemia affecting 2% - 5% of the population

52.
a.
F - it is very radioresistant


b.
F - adenocarcinoma is not cigarette dependent


c.
F - the 5 year survival rate is less than 5%


d.
T - due to inappropriate secretion of antidiuretic hormone


e.
T

53.
a.
T - due to stasis and irregular contractions of the epiglottis


b.
F - 75% are below the mean weight for their height and age


c.
T - so is the rigidity


d.
T - megacolon may occur


e.
T - depression is also typical

54.
a.
F - live vaccine is available but not commercially


b.
T


c.
T


d.
F - they last for 1 year


e.
F - it is approximately 70%

55.
a.
F - only if associated with another disorder


b.
F - an approved doctor is suitable


c.
F - they can, but it is usually done by a social worker


d.
T


e.
T - but it only allows admission for 72 hours

56.
a.
T


b.
T


c.
F - such numbness is attributed to trigeminal nerve involvement


d.
T


e.
T - treatment is usually with an initial does of 80 mg/day

                                     decreasing over 10 days

57.
a.
T - haematuria may also occur after violent exertion


b.
T - in approximately 5% of cases


c.
T - it resolves after treatment of the failure


d.
F


e.
F

58.
a.
T


b.
T


c.
T


d.
T


e.
F

We need TWO more questions/answers to get to 60. Any offers? 
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